Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 298 K; mean (C-C) = 0.007 Å; disorder in solvent or counterion; R factor = 0.051; wR factor = 0.138; data-toparameter ratio = 14.5.
The asymmetric unit of the title compound, [Co(C 23 
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Experimental
Crystal data [Co(C 23 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). {6,6'-Diethoxy-2,2'-[2,2-dimethylpropane-1,3-diylbis(nitrilomethylidyne)]diphenolato}(2-ethoxy-6-formylphenolato)cobalt(III)-ethanol-water (1/1/1) R. Kia, H. Kargar, K. Zare and I. U. Khan
Comment
Schiff base complexes are one of the most important stereochemical models in transition metal coordination chemistry, with the ease of preparation and structural variations (Granovski et al., 1993) . Metal derivatives of the Schiff bases have been studied extensively, and they play a major role in both synthetic and structurel research (Elmali et al., 2000; Blower et al., 1998) . The structure of the title compound was determined to clarify the identity of the synthesis product. (Bernstein et al., 1995) which may influence the molecular conformation. The crystal structure is further stabilized by the intermolecular C-H···O and O-H···O interactions (Table 1) .
Experimental
The title compound was synthesized by adding 6,6'-Diethoxy-2,2'-[2,3-dimethyl-propylenebis(nitrilomethylidyne)]-diphenol (2 mmol) to a solution of CoCl 2 . 6 H 2 O (2 mmol) in ethanol (30 ml). The mixture was refluxed with stirring for half an hour. The resultant red solution was filtered. Brown single crystals of the title compound suitable for X-ray structure determination were recrystallized from ethanol by slow evaporation of the solvents at room temperature over several days.
Refinement
The H atoms of the water molecule were located in a difference Fourier map and constrained to refine with the parent atom with U iso (H) = 1.5 U eq (O). The H atoms of the ethanol molecules were positioned geometrically and constrained to refine with the parent atoms with U iso (H) = 1.5 U eq (O). The rest of the H atoms were positioned geometrically and refined using a riding model with U iso (H) = 1.2 or 1.5 U eq (C). Distant restraints were applied to the ethanol molecules. Figures   Fig. 1 . The asymmetric unit of the title compound, showing 30% probability displacement ellipsoids and the atomic numbering. All H atoms except those of water and ethanol molecules were omitted for clarity. Intramolecular hydrogen bonds are drawn as dashed lines.
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